
Blind Brook
Supporting Every Individual Difference (SEID) Presents:



Agenda

- Introductions
- SEID Welcome
- Pupil Services Welcome/Overview
- Pupil Services Key Initiatives/Updates
- Questions



Blind Brook Supporting Every Individual Difference (SEID)



SEID Mission 
Statement

The Blind Brook PTA SEID Committee 
(Supporting Every Individual Difference) is 
composed of Blind Brook parents and 
caregivers interested in supporting children 
with special needs and their families.  

The goal of the committee is to support 
students with special needs, to educate 
ourselves, to share our experiences with one 
another, and to engage with the community.  

In partnership with the Blind Brook Pupil 
Services department and the Board of 
Education, we seek to promote a culture of 
acceptance, inclusion, and understanding of 
students of all types of abilities in our school 
community.



Pupil Services: 
Welcome and Overview

Presented by 
Harry Burg, Director of Pupil Services and  
Amelia Carpanzano, Assistant Director of Pupil Services



Pupil Services: 
Key Initiatives and Updates

New PPS Quarterly Newsletter; DBT Clinician Training; 
Additional Progress Reports added to the BMP RSS



Q&A
Questions (in white) submitted prior to 
the 10/25/22 panel discussion. Answers 
(in black) written in after the 
presentation by Harry Burg and Amelia 
Carpanzano.



Question

What is the role of the parent/guardian 
of students with an IEP in working 
with teachers and staff? What is the 
right level of involvement and 
communication?

The role of the parent/guardian is to 
have open, honest, and collaborative 
communication about a student’s 
education and/or services.  The level 
of communication varies from 
teacher to teacher and grade to grade.  
Communication procedures are 
something that can be discussed early 
on in the year to establish a positive 
and supportive working relationship. 



Question

Now that my daughter is in high 
school, I’m concerned if she would 
receive the same support in college . 
Does a 504 plan carry over to college?

All supports, services, and accommodations 
received in high school and before are 
confidential. A student and family may choose 
if and when any information related to 
disability and the need for accommodations 
will be shared with a college. That being said, 
post high school accommodations operate on 
a medical model, so 504 accommodation 
could  carry over into college.  The student 
would need to work with the student services 
department at the college to find out the 
specific procedures.



Question

I am awaiting first CSE meeting for 
dyslexia diagnosis. I would like to 
know about assistive technology, 
specifically those that read to the 
student connected through 
headphones (subjects aside from ELA)

There are multiple ways to ensure students 
receive accommodations with assistive 
technology.  During your meeting, evaluations 
will be discussed to determine the level of 
services needed to best meet the student’s 
weaknesses.  Many classrooms have 
technology that can be accessed without 
having a  designated device for that student 
on an IEP. Many readily available devices, 
including Chromebooks and Apple products, 
have an array of built in software for students 
to access tools to assist with these needs. 



Question

If a parent/guardian disagrees with a 
decision to discharge from a service, 
what should the parent do?

A parent/guardian can ask for the data that is 
being used to make that decision, including data 
to show the achievement of IEP goals. If a 
parent/guardian is in disagreement with that 
information, a parent can ask for additional data 
or evaluation to further clarify a student’s needs. 
Please know that the Blind Brook CSE/504 
Handbook (page 10) includes a section on 
Dispute Resolution which includes specific steps 
a parent can follow to dispute a decision made 
through the Committee on Special Education.  

Blind Brook-Rye CSE/504 Handbook



Question

What should a parent/guardian do if 
their child presents a need that the 
district does not have specialized staff 
to address?

If there is an identified need and a 
service recommended by the CSE that 
the Blind Brook Schools does not have 
within its programming, the District 
can collaborate with Southern 
Westchester and Putnam Northern 
Westchester BOCES to find that 
recommended service.



Question

How does the hybrid (ICT?) classes 
work? How the decision is made if a 
child has or not to go to that class?

Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) can be a 
recommended service for a student with 
a disability as it is a program that offers 
access to specialized instruction and 
small grouping with a special education 
and general education teacher all day. 
General education students are 
thoughtfully placed through a 
collaborative team placement process 
placement.  



Question

Given the recent NYT article on math 
and reading declines attributed to 
pandemic closures, does BB have data 
on district wide results from the state 
tests?

Yes. The District is currently analyzing 
the 2021-2022 NYS assessment data and 
compiling the data for an anticipated 
November presentation to the Board of 
Education.  



Question

Parents/Guardians are so often not well versed in school 
special education services. When we sit at meetings that 
map our kids support plan, how do we know definitively 
that our children are getting all the services they are 
supposed to get? Is there representation for the child at 
the meeting or is it better to bring outside 
representatives? Are there clear records in case there is 
confusion of what was determined?

Committee on Special Education (CSE) meetings are 
designed to review eligibility and create individualized 
programming for each student based on needs derived 
from data from teacher reports, formal evaluations, and 
day-to-day performance, if appropriate.  Program 
recommendations are created to address student needs 
within the least restrictive environment, so students have 
the most access to general education while meeting their 
individualized academic and related service needs.  Meeting 
notes are taken and often included on a student’s IEP. A 
parent/guardian can bring any person with knowledge of 
the student to a CSE meeting. Additionally, parents may 
request a CSE trained Parent Member to attend their 
student’s meeting. Additionally, there  are free resources 
such as the Community Support Network at WIHD and our 
very own Blind Brook PTA SEID Committee who can be 
available to help parents/guardians work through these 
questions related to advocacy for students.  

Community Support Network - WIHD
 



We look forward
 to working with you 
throughout the school 

year!


